
 

 

 

Moggyfest Open Mic Sessions 
Saturday 16th May 

 

10.30am 'Welcome' to Moggyfest at Beaulieu  

With Roger Kellow, Sandy Hamilton and Laurie Blewer 

11am Join Dr Jon Murden, CEO of the National Motor Museum, with updates on the 

exciting major investments and re-developments of the National Motor Museum 

and the future for the museum to come and the continuing role of the Beaulieu 

Trust.   

Benedick Swann, Head of Learning for National Motor Museum will discuss 

incentives to encourage more apprenticeships and the importance of making 

learning about heritage and classic vehicles fun for people of all ages. 

11.30am Simon and Angela Mitchell, committee members of The National Morris 

Minor Owners Club) on the MMOC reaching its 50th anniversary this year with 

details of the national rally planned later this summer. Also discussing the 

future role of the National MMOC for the many Morris Minor vehicle various 

model type owners and members. 

12pm Join Practical Classics’, Danny Hopkins, Monthly Magazine Editor in Chief, 

and/or Matt Tomkins, Workshop Editor. Danny will bring his crystal ball and 

look into the near future with 'The future for all of us as owners and drivers of 

Classic cars in the UK as he sees it! Matt (collector of multiple Minors) will 

provide a chance to ask any mechanical questions and describe some everyday 

modifications that are suitable for a home mechanic as well as modern fuels and 

their consequences.  

12.30pm Steph Holloway, founder and presenter of the media channel ‘I Drive a 

Classic' will discuss the importance of passing on any of our classic car skills and 

interest to the next generation and how to encourage more apprenticeships into 

the world of heritage and classic vehicles. 

1.30pm Richard O' Brien described as a 'Minor enthusiast' is an understatement! covers 

the development from the previous minor models to the upgraded Minor 1000 

model when it was launched in 1956, making 2026 its 70th anniversary year. 

John Voelkler will also be on hand to talk about the differences of driving and 

owning a Morris Minor in the states.  

2pm Kim Henson, internationally known Classic car journalist, classic car author and 

founder of the motoring and classic car website 'Wheels Alive'. 

Kim will discuss the Morris Minor experienced 'BMC's own Competition 

Within' with BMC’s, competing models, badge engineering and the competition 

from our European neighbours with the then popular foreign competing car 

models.  

 

 

Timings and content may vary 
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national rally planned later this summer. Also discussing the future role of the National 

MMOC for the many Morris Minor vehicle various model type owners and members. 

11.30am Join Dr Jon Murden, CEO of the National Motor Museum, with updates on the 

exciting major investments and re-developments of the National Motor Museum and the 

future for the museum to come and the continuing role of the Beaulieu Trust.  

Benedick Swann, Head of Learning for National Motor Museum will discuss incentives 

to encourage more apprenticeships and the importance of making learning about 

heritage and classic vehicles fun for people of all ages. 

12pm Join Practical Classics’, Danny Hopkins, Monthly Magazine Editor in Chief, and/or 

Matt Tomkins, Workshop Editor. Danny will bring his crystal ball and look into the 

near future with 'The future for all of us as owners and drivers of Classic cars in the UK 

as he sees it! Matt (collector of multiple Minors) will provide a chance to ask any 

mechanical questions and describe some everyday modifications that are suitable for a 

home mechanic as well as modern fuels and their consequences.  

12.30pm Steph Holloway, founder and presenter of the media channel ‘I Drive a Classic' will 

discuss the importance of passing on any of our classic car skills and interest to the next 

generation and how to encourage more apprenticeships into the world of heritage and 

classic vehicles. Also joining Steph will be AC Dodds, presenter of many practical 'how 

to' videos demonstrating classic car mechanical solutions for the home-based classic car 

owner/mechanic . 

1pm Richard O' Brien described as a 'Minor enthusiast' is an understatement! covers the 

development from the previous minor models to the upgraded Minor 1000 model when 

it was launched in 1956, making 2026 its 70th anniversary year. 

John Voelkler will also be on hand to talk about the differences of driving and owning a 

Morris Minor in the states.  

1.30pm Winding up of talks with Roger Kellow, Sandy Hamilton and Richard Lee. 

2pm Announcing best dressed period winners where a 1st and 2nd prize for those arriving in 

their best period finery!  1st Prize consist of £100 from Moggyfest sponsors of the 'Best 

Dressed' competition Adrian Flux Classic Car Insurance Vouchers. 

 

Moggyfest 2026 awards, judged by Richard Lee and judging assistant, Janice Lee. 

Presentation of trophies with Laurie Blewer, Dorset MMOC Chairman. 

 
Timings and content may vary 

 


