Beaulieu 2010
An organiser’s perspective

Ian Nelson

July 4th saw the club’s 48th annual National Austin Seven Rally held at Beaulieu. I wonder if any other motor club has organised a one-make, one-model car rally at the same venue for so many years without interruption.

We had our usual dose of good weather, willing helpers and enthusiastic entrants. After setting up the rally field on the Saturday afternoon, the event got under way with yet another splendid barbecue organised by the younger members of the Winter family. Three courses and plenty of reasonable booze on offer for 90 people – quite an achievement to bring all this in the back of a car all the way from Kent. 

In pride of place was the fine display of Long-Distance Austins, including John Coleman’s famous Chummy in which he drove from Buenos Aires to New York in 1959. Other cars included Diana Garside’s Chummy, Vince Leek’s Chummy (driven by River Dukes), Geoff Cox’s Box, George Mooney’s Cambridge, Chris Parkhurst’s Box, and Jack Pepiat in his Box (now owned by Chris Parkhurst). Ken Cooke drove his and Eileen’s Chummy. Getting these cars together was a huge achievement, and special thanks to Ian Mason-Smith for procuring the Coleman car as well as all those who brought their cars.. 
For the first time in years, we had a vibrant 750 Club stand in the marquee, and this was well received by visitors. There were 170 cars on the field, over 20 Autojumble stalls and 500 people came to the rally.
Mike Griffiths, Penny Chew and Brian and Margaret Smith organised an excellent driving test circuit in the shape of the initials KC, after someone we all know and love. Again this proved a popular event for entrants and spectators. 

The individual driving test was won by Colin Cooke and the team event by 750 Brooklands Centre.  The overall best car of the rally was won by John Moreton from Stoke on Trent in his delightful red Special
The Autojumble was well supported as always, as was the Club’s Bring & Buy stall manned as usual by Steve Hodgson.

Thanks to all the helpers who made the event a success, including those who helped by setting up and clearing away the rally field, signing in, judging, managing the trophies and manning the gate. Thanks also to Robin and Sharon in the Club office for handling the entries and producing a splendid programme.

See you again next year.

